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	Call for papers:

Seminar: “Human Rights of Women in the Arab Region”
Organized by the Arab Academic Human Rights Network* and hosted by the Faculty of Law at The University of Jordan. 
· Date & Place: 12-13 Dec 2012, Amman (Jordan) / Faculty of Law- University of Jordan
· Language: Arabic 

The issue of women’s human rights has, quite frequently, been highlighted in human rights discourse globally, and with no exception to the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. Across the globe, women regularly face violations of their human rights, encountering discrimination in employment, witness their rights being violated during war, unable to participate politically, unable to attain health care, are subject to harmful traditional practices, or suffering violence in the home. 

Many governments have committed themselves to working towards eliminating these social inadequacies, undertaking a legal agreement to combat gender inequalities, through the application of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Under CEDAW, states are required to eliminate the many different existing forms of gender-based discrimination women face legally and socially. 

The topic of Women’s Rights is by no means new to the region; governments, organisations civil society and activists have long struggled in their achievements towards gender equality – which is an ongoing battle to this day. Despite progress on gender indicators and work towards gender equality, gender gaps continue to be a challenge in the region. Significant advances have been made on social gender indicators – such as improvements on female education – while progress on gender empowerment indicators – such as economic and political participation – have lagged behind (World Bank, 2011).   

During the recent Arab uprisings, women played an essential role advocating for their rights, and demanding their freedoms. However, recent changes and transitions in the region have left women’s rights on the side-lines. According to Human Rights Watch, pre-existing conditions of discrimination against women in many of the MENA countries have been one of the biggest obstacles for change. Yet, women of the region continue with their calls for reform to national laws and amendments to their constitutions, in accordance with international standards, with the hope of one day becoming equal with their male counterparts in their countries. 
The AAHRN hereby invites scholars/researchers to submit abstracts for papers related to the topic Human Rights of Women in the Arab Region, to be presented and discussed in an academic seminar in Amman, Jordan, 12-13 December 2012.
Submitted papers should address and refer to one, or a combination of, the following topics/issues:

· Constitutional Protection in relation to achieving equality and non-discrimination.

· Women’s political rights in Arab Constitutions, such as the right to run for elections, right to vote, representation in organizations, associations, unions and others, the right to hold public office at all governmental levels..etc

· Women’s economic rights and independence such as the right to work, access to employment, acquisitions, control over resources, social security, appropriate working conditions, etc. 
· Social and cultural rights for women such as the right to social welfare, right to education, right to health, right to adequate standard of living, etc. 
Please note that all papers should have a clear human rights focus. Focus areas other than those listed above may be accepted provided, and based on, their scientific quality, regional relevance and link to the overall conference topic. 
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Faculty of Law -University of Jordan – UJ
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Human Rights Center- Beirut Arab University – BAU
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Umea University
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Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law - RWI
معهد راؤول والينبرغ لحقوق الإنسان و القانون الإنساني
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	· Paper requirements:

Interested participants should submit your application and abstract by 21 October, 2012 in Arabic, using the template in the following link, summarizing the scholarly paper to be presented at the seminar, and also including the applicants’ CV (no more than 2 pages) with contact details and a cover letter, indicating any specific experience or motivation of the applicant with relation to the conference topic, as well as whether or not financial assistance is requested to cover the applicants’ participation in the seminar.

Abstracts will be examined by a Scientific Committee of AAHRN experts, based on the scientific merits and regional relevance of topics and method. Gender balance, age and the geographical origin of authors will also be considered in the process. The selection of admitted participants will be announced by 11 November 2012. 

AAHRN envisages the publication of selected papers. In order to facilitate the publication process, admitted participants should submit a complete final draft of their papers by 31 January 2013. Papers should be written in Arabic and consist  of a of maximum 25 pages, using font simplified Arabic 14, headings simplified Arabic 18, line spacing 1.2; margins 2 cm.
Please note that the AAHRN reserves copy right of materials presented for AAHRN seminars, with the long term objective of making an increasing number of academic human rights analyses and studies widely available, influential and referred to in Arab societies.    

· Participants:

The call for papers is open to all scholars, researchers and professionals with an interest and expertise in fields related to the topics of the conference. The AAHRN strongly encourages the participation of young and – in particular – female researchers/scholars from the MENA region. 

Upon request, AAHRN will cover travel expenses, board and accommodation for admitted participants who are citizens of, and currently working/studying in Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria and Tunisia. 
The seminar is financially supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) through the Raoul Wallenberg Institute’s regional MENA programme.
· Important Dates:
· Submission deadline for abstracts: 21 October 2012

· Selection and notification of acceptance: 11 November 2012

· Conference days: 12-13 December 2012

· Submission deadline for full paper versions: 31 January 2013
(For more information about the Arab Academic Human Rights Network and its activities and aims, please contact Ms. Nada AlKaraki at the AAHRN Resource Centre (hrc@ju.edu.jo), or visit the AAHRN website www.aahrn.net . 
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With the financial support of the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).
وذلك بدعم مالي من الوكالة السويدية للتنمية والتعاون الدولي (Sida).


	
	
	


